






















1-What is the role of Customs and Border Protection (CBP) in securing trade in maritime ports?   
US Customs and Border Protection is the lead agency responsible for the safeguard of all US ports by enforcing immigration and customs laws to facilitate the legal movement of people and trade across the US borders. The agency deploys officers in all 360 US seaports to screen cargo entering the country (Coker n.d.). The US seaports receive 11 million containers every year. To effectively ensure the security of seaports and trade, CBP works closely with foreign partners by participating in programs such as the Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (CTPAT), the Container Security Initiative (CSI) (CBP 2018), the Megaport Initiative program, and the Secure Freight Initiative (SFI)  
Created in 2001, the CTPAT is a program through which CBP works with the trade community to enhance global supply chain security. It is a program that encouraged a voluntary partnership between the public and the private sector to facilitate the provision of a high level of cargo security. The current CTPAT framework was introduced by the Security and Accountability for Every Port Act of 2006.   
In 2002, another layer was added to the seaport security program. The CIS focuses directly on the threat of a potential terrorist attack on border security and international trade. CBP officers working in the CIS program are deployed overseas. They work closely with host foreign governments to ensure that all containers with potential risk for terrorism are identified and inspected in foreign port before been placed on vessels en route to the US. Besides, to conduct advanced screening of cargo, these officers developed additional investigative leads for the potential terrorist threat to cargo shipped to the US. In 2003, the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) created the Megaport Initiative program (NNSA 2003). The NNSA provides radiation detection equipment and trained personnel to foreign ports where high-risk containers are detected. The specialists working in the Megaport Initiative are tasked with checking cargo for nuclear or radioactive materials. At the beginning of 2007, the SFI program was developed from the existed seaport security programs to incorporate the screening for nuclear and radiological material on cargo generated from and entering the US (Homeland Security 2019)  
Ultimately, the US CBP works with the private sector, the international partners, and foreign counterparts to detect and mitigate terrorist threats associated with seaports security and global trade.   
  
-What is the agency's "current" maritime challenges?   
The US CBP throughout the years has developed multiple maritime security programs in collaboration with domestic stakeholders and foreign partners. These major programs mostly included the global supply chain transportation systems. The Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002 (MTSA) and the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) have required for fishing, passenger and commercial vessels to be registered to the Automatic Identification System (AIS) and tracking system, to increase maritime awareness (Homeland Security 2018). These requirements do not apply to smaller vessels which are also part of the maritime transportation system. According to the US Coast Guard (USCG), there are approximately 17 million smaller vessels and unregistered watercrafts operated in the U.S waterway. Currently, it is a huge challenge for CBP to target small watercraft systems not registered in AIS. The possibility that terrorists use smaller watercraft to conduct illegal activities is a constant threat that the agency must address.   
-Additionally, how did the Homeland Security Act of 2002 change the structure of CBP? Be specific?  
After the 9/11 attack, former President G.W. Bush created the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) through the enactment of the Homeland Security Act of 2002. The new department was task with controlling the entire national security (Homeland Security 2015). To accomplish the tremendous task, twenty-two agencies were regrouped under the department. These twenty-two agencies were newly formed and exited, reformed, agencies. Among them, the US Customs and Border Protection was formed by the fusion of the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), the US Customs Service (USCS) and the Agriculture Safeguard (CBP 2019). Before the fusion, the three agencies operated separately, conducting their respective tasks. As of March 1st, 2003, US CBP became the agency responsible for securing all the US borders conducting customs, immigration, and border security along with agriculture protection. With the reform, the new agency primary mission is to protect the US against the constant threat of terrorist attacks and materials on the borders by enforcing immigration and customs laws to facilitating lawful trade. 






 
2- What over-arching approach to security strategy is the Maritime Transportation Security Act (MTSA) of 2002 employing?  
The Transportation Security Act (MTSA) of 2002 requires the thorough assessment of high-risk security cargo within the Maritime Transportation Systems (MTS) (Young Firm 2015). High-risk security cargo as referring to cargo containing hazardous materials, tank, large passenger vessels, barges, cargo vessels, and offshore oil and gas. These types of cargo are targeted because of natural accident, but also due to the potential for terrorist utilizing them as Weapon of Mass Destruction (WMD). 
According to White Dean (2006), 51,000 ships and enter the US every year moving approximately 17.8 million cargo containers. The large flow of maritime transportation system opens the possibility for security violations and terrorist activities.  Through the Act, the government encourage the participation of the private sector along with foreign partners in detecting any violation or threat that can potentially disrupt the MTS. The MTSA strategy encourage the participation of security program such as the Container Security Initiative, Megaport Initiative Program, and the Secure Freight Initiative to conduct constant screening of maritime transport equipment.
These programs translate the approach of MTSA as they require the investment of foreign counterparts and partners to implement the MTSA security strategy overseas.  The MTSA security strategy is striving to connect all partners within the global supply chain to ensure that security requirements are meet, to include ports facilities, transportation carriers and personnel. Participants are required to provide security plans, meet security guidelines, and conduct security checks on personnel. The MTSA promote overall utilization of advanced screening programs of cargo leaving and entering the US. Employers are required to conduct a background check on all individuals working on the maritime transportation system and provide them with a Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC) card. 
 
- What is the over-arching purpose of the act? 
 The main objective of the law is to promote the mass screening of the MTS to detect the security risks and terrorist threats associated with the mode of transport (Congress 2002). First, the act proposed the assessment of ports facilities and maritime transportation system. Theses assessment would be used for security managers and the government to create and challenge security plans and corrective measures. The Act promotes the collaboration of government leaders, domestic stakeholders and international partners to participate in the creation of security programs that will conduct intensive screening of MTS to detect the threat of terrorist activities in the maritime transportation sector and to mitigate them. The law promotes the inclusion of government agencies through the communication/ information sharing which facilitates the maximum screening the MTSA strives for. 
Ultimately, the law requires that participants in screening programs are aware of their specific tasks and that they elaborate security plans to achieve their tasks. The MTSA is the legislative support of all maritime security initiatives ‘framework. The Act also support the creation of sub-programs that create databases for potential security incident and terrorist threats that government leaders and security managers can use for decision-making. The Act overall purpose is to protect the US and global economy against security and terrorist threats through the detection and mitigation of security and terrorist threat before they are even materialized (MARAD 2019), with the supports of all concerned agencies, the private section and the international partners. 
3- How do you see the Global Maritime Transportation system changing in the next decade? 
The Maritime Transportation System (MTS) is going through constant expansion. Since 2001, the MTS was predicted to double in the next twenty years in term of the actual capacity load. The MTS represents the major component of the US and global economy. As of 2018, the MTS generated $5.4 trillion to the US economy (Ronan 2019). This economic gain represented a 17% growth of the US DGP within four years. The US engagement and effort in securing the global supply chain is very understandable, the expansion of the MTS come with major gain for the economy but also render it more and more vulnerable. 
Currently, the global supply chain is expensing rapidly as technological development render the buying power accessible to mostly everyone. As the major component of the global transportation system (GTS), the MTS is the component that will carry most of the global supply chain for the next decade. The US government, domestic stakeholders and international partners are continuously investing enormous capital, developing extraordinary technology to secure the MTS. Currently, providing maximum security to the MTS is a major challenge because of size, frequency of movement and natural hazard associate to the mode of transport system. To meet face the challenge of security and terrorist threat over the next decade, some changes must be made to the MTS (NSFMS 2005). There must be major changes to cover current gaps presented in the Maritimes security initiatives. More investment and collaboration of international partners participating in the global supply chain are expected. The US Coast Guard reported over 17 million unreported small watercrafts utilizing the US and International waterway. These gaps must be addressed as they can create path to security incident and a path for terrorist attacks (Homeland Security 2018). More advanced security systems such the Automatic Identification System (AIS) must be put in place to help with the advance screening of water transport system. 

-With this change what single security issue will be of universal concern and why? 
The major challenge confronting by government leaders and security managers is the problem of reaching a total screening of every piece of cargo been transported through the MTS for a major successful terrorist attack. With the expansion of global supply chain, the problem worsens. The example of the halt into the transportation system after the 9/11 incident is a small overview of the impact of possible terrorist attack to the global supply chain. A successful terrorist attack on the MTS will an enormous impact on the global economy. The MTS is currently carrying a large porting of the global economy that is becoming more difficult to be secure due to the inability for security systems to on the same rhythm as MTS. Through the current targeting system, legitimate governments are aware of current active terrorist groups that are gaining information and planning to conduct successful attacks. 

-Will drones be that issue? Think globally with your response and NOT just within the US. Remember we are connected by a Maritime Global Commons.  
In 2018, it was reported that radicalized Denmark citizens violated anti-terrorism law and try to purchase drones that they intended to send to ISIL (INTEL BRIEF 2018). The incident just prove that terrorist organizations are actively seeking to obtain latest technology to conduct more effective attacks against legitimate governments. As studies have revealed it, the MTS is the most vulnerable component of the GTS due to the size and content of extremely large carriers that are part of the system. If terrorist utilization of drone is weighing against the current challenges of maritime security initiative program in conducting maximum security for MTS, one can assume how big is the potential threat of terrorist drones against the MTS. The threat on any foreign partners in the global supply chain is important to the overall system because 99% of the global maritime cargo travel through the US (MARAD 2019). Once the water transport system is in sea, there is know method of conducting 100% of surveillance. If terrorists armed a major vessel with drone loaded with their destructive materials, they can determine the extend of an attack. The potential of the use of drone to conduct major terrorist attack will challenge the security of the MTS as the system continues to expend. 
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